What is a PBL - Lead in to Service Projects

Week	2
Day	3

Materials Needed: 
	Gold Standard PBLHandout
	Computer with access to Internet
	If time, Gold Standard PBL PowerPoint Seven Questions:
	https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FRnFFnmW9AlxZ7zEpnJTqwRwrn6TU3kb 

Length of Lesson: One class period

	Minutes
	Activity

	Introduction
5 minutes
	Last time we talked about our community and the needs people have within our community.  Today we are going to continue with that discussion, but will begin suggesting service projects as our JAG Career Association that will address some of those needs you have identified.  

I’ve already mentioned that our JAG service project this year will be a ____week project, following specific components of the Gold Standard PBL.  So for the next few days, we will be learning more about those individual components.  

The “gold standard PBL” has seven different components.  Using the Handout and the Internet, you will research more about each component.  

In the handout, write your notes regarding the gold standard PBL

	Research 
10 minutes

	Students research Seven components of the Gold Standard PBL. 
Let students research using Internet, Mac or Chrome books.  Specialist can recommend they go to Buck Institute of Education www.pblworks.org 

	Class Discussion
3 minutes each - about 20 minutes
	7 essential Project Design Elements PBL:
Challenging Problem or Question
Sustained Inquiry
Authenticity
Student Voice and Choice
Reflection
Critique and Revision
Public Product

	Review/ Preview
	We are working on creating a project based on the gold standard method of designing our projects.  Today we learned about that format.  The next time we meet, we will divide into teams and learn about one of those components in detail.  On _______ you will present that design element to the class based on service project your team is thinking about.  This is important because you will use these elements when you design your Service Learning Project Proposals.






_____________________________________________     __________________________
Name                                                         class period          date

Seven Essential Design Elements of the Gold Standard PBL


	Gold Standard Element
	Example

	1. Challenging Problem or Question
	




	2.
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	7.
	














The following page is instructor notes, not to be given to students.                        
 [image: Overview of essential elements of Gold Standard PBL.]
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Essential project
design elements

Brief description

1) Public product

A tangible product or presentation that responds to
an overarching question or problem

Intended to motivate and meaningfully engage
students with content

Supports the development of a learning community

2) Challenging
problem or question

A concrete or abstract problem to investigate, solve,
or explore and answer

Engages students so they feel they need to know the
answer and use the information in meaningful ways

The problem or question should be challenging, yet
inviting

3) Sustained inquiry

Uses a variety of information sources (i.e., books,
websites, experts, service providers, or product users’
interviews)

Promotes additional deeper questions
Projects are expected to last longer than a few days

4) Authenticity

Represents a real-world scenario
Challenges students to use real-world tools
Has a real impact on students’ community or others

Speaks to students’own concerns, interests, cultures,
identities, and issues in their lives

5) Student voice and
choice

Students have input in how to solve the problem or
driving question

Students have control of the resources they use,
questions they generate, task/role each team member
takes, and/or products they produce

6) Reflection

Students and teachers examine what they are
learning, how they are learning, and why they are
learning

Can happen informally or formally

Reflection can be on the project itself and how to
move forward

7) Critique and
revision

Students receive and give constructive peer feedback

Uses rubrics, models, or formal feedback/critique
protocols

8) Key knowledge,
understanding, and
success skills

Ensures important content standards, concepts, and
in-depth understanding are met by each student

Emphasizes the ability to think critically, solve
problems, work as a team, and manage oneself
Promotes other skill building, habits of mind and
work, perseverance, and creativity

Note. Essential elements of Gold Standard PBL. Adapted from Setting the Standard
for Project Based Learning: A Proven Approach to Rigorous Classroom Instruction, by J.
Larmer, J. Mergendoller, & S. Boss, 2015, Arlington, VA: Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development.




